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susceptible and the disease would spread rapidly over the entire body. Mites may live a month or longer off the animal's body. The stables or other quarters occupied by mangy horses should be carefully cleaned and disinfected with a coal-tar creosote solution.
Mange is probably introduced into a healthy herd by the addition of an animal already infested. The disease usually begins on the skin of the neck, shoulders and head, but afterward may reach any part of the body. The digging operations of this mite cause so great an irritation of the skin that the animal rubs and scratches itself incessantly until the skin becomes inflamed, sore, and tiny abscesses appear. These little abscesses or pustules break open as the animal scratches or rubs, causing the formation of raw sores and scabs. The hair falls out and the skin has a wrinkled leather-like appearance. If an animal has been affected for a long time, great patches of skin may be entirely without hair.
Sarcoptic mange is very troublesome. The treatment is time-consuming and requires patience. The lime-sulfur, nicotine, and coal-tar dips, described for mange in cattle, will kill these mites, but it takes several dippings, a week apart, to penetrate the skin sufficiently to kill all the mites. The dip treatment will not be popular on a farm unless large numbers of animals are to be treated.
Two or three hand applications of crude petroleum may be used in the early stages of the disease. This treatment may blister the skin, but it is very helpful for the winter control of mange when dipping is out of the question. Crankcase oil has been used, but this also blisters and causes loss of hair.
The sulfur and mineral oil described for the treatment for lice may be used with reasonable assurance of success. It should be kept in mind that any method of treatment must be started early in the course of the disease for the best results. If badly infested, most treatments are likely to be a failure and the animal must be considered incurable.